
City Council Regular Meeting   

Meeting Minutes – City Hall Council Chambers, 2nd Floor 

May 12, 2026 

I. CALL TO ORDER 6:03 PM 

Philip Cromer, Mayor 

Members of Council in attendance – Philip Cromer, Neil Lipsitz, Michael McFee, Mitch Mitchell, 

Josh Scallate.  

II. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Michael McFee, Mayor Pro Tem 

III. PRESENTATIONS

Mr. William Kinsey introduced members of the Battery Creek High School National History Day 

Team and spoke about their second-place finish at the State Tournament in Myrtle Beach that 

qualifies them to go to Nationals in Washington, DC for their project based on Harriett Tubman.   

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT

Johnathan Brown – spoke about the proposed Vehicle Tag Fee. (written comments attached) 

Paul Trask – spoke about the proposed funding for the Beaufort County Economic Development 
Corporation.(written comments attached)  

Patrick Canning – spoke about the Vehicle Tag Fee and a statement made to him by Police 
Sergeant Whitmore. 

Dan Blackmon – spoke about the efforts taken to improve the Washington Street Park. 

Amanda Patel – spoke about transparency and public trust.  

Felice LaMarca – spoke about transparency and public trust and funding for the Beaufort County 
Economic Development Corporation. 

Ivie Szalai – spoke about transparency and FOIA request procedures. 

Wayne Reynolds – spoke about the Noise Ordinance. 

Graham Trask – addressed Council on various items which included an article in the Post and 
Courier, the proposed budget, and funding for the Beaufort County Economic Development 
Corporation.  (written comments attached) 



 

Page 2 

Edie Rodgers, spoke about the Bridge Report, wants the passed ordinance on the Short-Term 
Rentals repealed, and no vehicle tag fee. 
 
Russell Baxley with Beaufort Memorial Hospital – spoke about a possible partnership with the City 
of Beaufort/Town of Port Royal Fire Department which could be funded by a Federal Grant.  

V. MEETING AGENDA APPROVAL  

Motion to approve the Meeting Agenda was made by Councilman Lipsitz and seconded by 

Councilman Mitchell. 

All were in favor, motion carried.  

VI. PROCLAMATIONS/COMMENDATIONS/RECOGNITIONS 

A. Character Education Proclamation, Delaney Sabo, Coosa Elementary School.  

   Motion to approve was made by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee and seconded by Councilman Lipsitz. 

   All were in favor, motion carried.  

B. Character Education Proclamation, Gabriel Alvarado, Broad River Elementary School.  

   Motion to approve was made by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee and seconded by Councilman Lipsitz. 

   All were in favor, motion carried.      

C. Proclamation proclaiming May 2026 as Lupas Awareness Month.  

   Motion to approve was made by Councilman Lipsitz and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee. 

   All were in favor, motion carried.  

D. Proclamation proclaiming May 2026 as National Preservation Month.  

   Motion to approve was made by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee and seconded by Councilman Lipsitz. 

   All were in favor, motion carried.      

E. Proclamation proclaiming May 4 – 8, 2026, as Teacher Appreciation Week.  

   Motion to approve was made by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee and seconded by Councilman Lipsitz. 

   All were in favor, motion carried.  

F. Proclamation proclaiming May 6 – 12, 2026, as National Nurses Week.  

   Motion to approve was made by Councilman Lipsitz and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee. 

   All were in favor, motion carried.      

G. Proclamation proclaiming May 10 – 16, 2026, as National Hospital Week.  

   Motion to approve was made by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee and seconded by Councilman Lipsitz. 

   All were in favor, motion carried.  

H. Proclamation proclaiming May 16 – 22, 2026, as National Safe Boating Week.  

   Motion to approve was made by Councilman Mitchell and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee. 
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   All were in favor, motion carried.      

VII. CONSENT AGENDA   

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Councilman Lipsitz and seconded by 

Councilman Mitchell.  

All were in favor, motion carried.  

Items approved are listed below:  

A. Capital Projects Monthly Report. 

B. Community Development Monthly Report. 

C. Downtown Operations Monthly Report. 

D. Finance Department Monthly Report. 

E. Fire Department Monthly Report. 

F. Human Resources Monthly Report. 

G. IT Monthly Report. 

H. Municipal Court Monthly Report. 

 I. Police Department Monthly Report. 

 J. Public Works Monthly Report.     

VIII. MINUTES 

A. Regular Meeting – April 14, 2026. 
 

  Motion to approve was made by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee and seconded by Councilman Mitchell. 

  Minutes approved as presented.   

B. Special Meeting and Budget Workshop – April 21, 2026. 
 

  Motion to approve was made by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee and seconded by Councilman Lipsitz. 

  Minutes approved as presented.   

C. Special Meeting and Worksession – April 28, 2026. 
 

  Motion to approve was made by Councilman Lipsitz and seconded by Councilman Mitchell. 

  Minutes approved as presented.   

IX. OLD BUSINESS 

A. An ordinance to amend Part 9, Chapter 1, Section 9-1008, Loud and Unseemly Noise, of the City 

of Beaufort Code of Ordinances - Second Reading.  

Motion to approve was made by Councilman Lipsitz and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee. 
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Stephenie Price, Police Chief, provided an overview of the amendments that came out of First 

Reading on March 10, 2026. 

Mayor Pro Tem, McFee made a motion and seconded by Councilman Lipsitz to amend A(1) 

and A(2) to become new A(1) to read as follows:  

Any sound, including Amplified Music, or any sound devices, made that exceeds 70 decibels 

which is plainly audible from a distance of fifty (50) feet.  

All were in favor of the amended motion.  

 

Mayor Pro Tem, McFee made a motion and seconded by Councilman Lipsitz to amend A(5) 

which is now A(4) to read as follows: The use of a motor vehicle in a manner which emits 

loud and unseemly noise, to include rapid revving of engine, unnecessary honking of horn, 

any amplified music or sound devices, or making any noise that is plainly audible from a 

distance of fifty (50) Feet.  

All were in favor of the amended motion.  

 

Councilman Scallate made a motion and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee to add a new 

A(2) that states any sound made between the hours of 10:00 pm – 8:00 am which is plainly 

audible from a distance of fifty (50) feet from its source.  

All were in favor of the amended motion.  

 

Mayor Pro Tem, McFee made a motion and seconded by Councilman Lipsitz to amend B(2) 

to read as follows: The sound produced by the use of equipment owned and operated by 

Federal, State or Local governments including, but not limited to, emergency response 

vehicles, law enforcement vehicles, EMS vehicles, fire district response vehicles, and City 

Contracted Services.  

All were in favor of the amended motion.  

 

Mayor Pro Tem, McFee made a motion and seconded by Councilman Scallate to amend B(3) 

to read as follows: The sound produced by construction machinery, heavy duty equipment, 

and machines and equipment used for construction, repair, cleaning, and maintenance of 

buildings, streets, on public or private premises, when operated between the hours of 8:00 

am and 9:00 pm.  

All were in favor of the amended motion.  

 

Mayor Pro Tem, McFee made a motion and seconded by Councilman Scallate to amend B(8) 

to read as follows: Any Amplified Music, or sound devices, which exceed 70 decibels which 

is played in the Nighttime Music District between 10:00 pm and 1:00 am on Friday and 

Saturday nights.  The boundaries of the Nighttime Music District is defined as being bounded 

on the north by Bay Street, on the east by Carteret Street, on the south by the Beaufort 

River, and on the west by the Downtown Marina and the Downtown Marina parking lot.   



 

Page 5 

All were in favor of the amended motion.  

 

Mayor Pro Tem, McFee made a motion and seconded by Councilman Lipsitz to add new B(9) 

to read as follows: The sound produced by an electrical generator when that generator is 

being used to provide electricity to a dwelling unit or business to which electricity is 

temporarily not being provided by a public utility as a result of inclement weather, natural 

disaster, or other emergency situation beyond the control of the owner or occupant of the 

dwelling unit or business.  

All were in favor of the amended motion. 

All were in favor of the main motion.  

B. An Ordinance amending Part 7 – Licensing and Regulation, Chapter 13 – Hospitality Fee - Second 

Reading.  

Motion to approve was made by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee and seconded by Councilman Mitchell. 

Alan Eisenman, Finance Director, provided an overview. There were no changes coming out of 

First Reading on April 14, 2026.  

All were in favor, motion carried.  

C. An Ordinance authorizing and approving a first amendment to that certain 2024 Series Ordinance 

dated January 9, 2024; and other matters relating thereto- Second Reading.  

Motion to approve was made by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee and seconded by Councilman Lipsitz. 

Alan Eisenman, Finance Director, provided an overview. There were no changes coming out of 

First Reading on April 14, 2026.  

All were in favor, motion carried.  

D. An Ordinance to amend City of Beaufort Ordinance 2025/13 regarding the Fiscal Year 2025-2026 

City of Beaufort budget to provide for the revenues and expenditures of Parks and Tourism Fund 

and Capital Projects Fund- Second Reading.  

Motion to approve was made by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee and seconded by Councilman Mitchell. 

Alan Eisenman, Finance Director, provided an overview. There were no changes coming out of 

First Reading on April 14, 2026.  

The motion carried by a vote of 4 – 1. Councilman Scallate voted against.  

X. NEW BUSINESS 

A. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING - An ordinance to provide for the levy of taxes for the City 

of Beaufort for Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2026, and ending June 30, 2027; to provide for 

execution of and to put into effect the consolidated budget; to provide budgetary control of the 

City's fiscal affairs.  

Motion to approve was made by Councilman Mitchell and seconded by Councilman Lipsitz. 

Scott Marshall, City Manager, went over the proposed consolidated recommended budget for 

Fiscal Year 27 which would be $73,398,312.00, which includes $25.5 million in the Capital 

Projects Fund.  The millage remains flat at 73.9 with the value of a mill being $153,274.00.     
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Alan Eisenman, Finance Director, went over the budget’s revenues and expenditures for each 

fund type. He addressed Council’s questions and concerns, which included the proposed vehicle 

tag fee, TIF II funding, and other areas where funding might be cut. 

Mayor Cromer opened up the Public Hearing. 

Public Comment was made by Paul Trask, Felice LaMarca and Graham Trask. 

Mayor Cromer closed the Public Hearing.  

Motion to approve was made by Councilman Mitchell and seconded by Councilman Lipsitz. 

Councilman Scallate made a motion to amend the budget by striking the proposed vehicle 

tag fee and all related revenue projections, assessments, and implementation assumptions 

associated with that fee.   

Further moved to direct staff to research and draft an ordinance consistent with the 

authority provided under South Carolina Code, Section 12-37-235, establishing a Fire 

Protection Service Fee applicable to qualifying tax exempt properties that receive the 

benefit of the municipal fire protection services but do not contribute through ad valorem 

taxation toward the operational cost of providing those services. The motion was seconded 

by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee.   

After discussion, both motions were withdrawn. 

Councilman Scallate made a motion to amend the budget by striking the proposed vehicle 

tag fee and all related revenue projections, assessments, and implementation assumptions 

associated with that fee.  Mayor Pro Tem, McFee seconded the motion. 

The amended motion passed by a vote of 4 – 1. Councilman Lipsitz voted against.   

Councilman Scallate made a motion to amend the budget by reallocating certain Tax 

Increment Financing (TIF) expenditures currently designated for administrative facility 

upgrades and land acquisition to the Waterfront Park Redevelopment Project. 

Specifically, the amendment would remove the following proposed TIF expenditures: 

· $173,175.00 for IT switch upgrades at City Hall and the Police Department/Court Complex; 

· $45,000.00 for City Hall lighting upgrades; 

· $30,000.00 for City Hall safety camera upgrades; 

· $1,000,000.00 for City Hall parking land acquisition and design. 

Total reallocated amount: $1,248,175.00. 

The motion was seconded by Mayor Cromer.  

The amended motion passed by a vote of 4 – 1. Councilman Lipsitz voted against.   

The main motion passed by a vote of 4 – 1.  Councilman Lipsitz voted against.  

B. Request for co-sponsorship of Whitehall Park by Lady's Island Middle School — Beaufort County 

School District to host their End of School Year faculty and staff celebration on Tuesday, June 

2, 2026, from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 

Motion to approve was made by Councilman Mitchell and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem, McFee.  

All were in favor, motion carried. 
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C. An Ordinance to amend Part 1 - Government & Administration, Chapter 5 - Financial 

Administration, to Add Section 1-5024 - Road Use Fee - First Reading. 

Motion to withdraw the ordinance was made by Councilman Scallate and seconded by 

Councilman Mitchell.  

All were in favor, motion carried.  

D. Ordinance to approve the sale of City-Owned Property at 2153 Boundary Street - First Reading. 

Motion to approve was made by Councilman Lipsitz and seconded by Councilman Scallate. 

Scott Marshall, City Manager, provided an over view of the purchase agreement.  

All were in favor, motion carried.  

E. Appointments to Boards, Commissions and Committees - Downtown Advisory Board. 

Mayor Pro Tem, McFee made a motion to appoint Kevin Cuppia, Jared Madison, George 

Oehlert, Chris Ramm and Peggy Simmer to the Downtown Advisory Board.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Lipsitz. 

All were in favor, motion carried.  

XI. REPORTS 

City Manager’s Report 

Thanked staff and other volunteers for the time and effort put into making the Taste of Beaufort a 

successful event despite the sogginess. 

Stated we are in the middle of National Police Week, which is May 11- 18, 2026.  It should give us all 

pause to recognize the men and women of the City of Beaufort Police Department who serve our 

community each day with professionalism, courage and compassion.  Said we are grateful for their 

service and dedication. 

Recognized City of Beaufort employees who recently graduated from Leadership Beaufort.  Volunteer 

Firefighter Derrick Washington, Downtown Manager and Main Street Beaufort Director Sarah Sutton, 

and Planner III Christopher Klement are now official alumni of this prestigious program. 

Reported Danielle Logan will join our staff next week as our new Public Information Officer. 

Gave a reminder there is a Quarterly Capital Projects Update meeting next Tuesday, May 19, 2026, at 

5:00 pm here at City Hall. 

To stay up to date on happenings and events in and around City Hall, please check out the City 

Manager’s Bridge Report which is published weekly on Mondays. 

Mayor’s Report  

Reported on meetings and events he had attended which included the Town In Tunes Filming sessions 

with Mayor Pomeroy from Happy Valley Goose Bay which is a town in Newfoundland and Labrador, 

Canada.  

Councilman Mitchell  

Reported on events he had attended that included the Taste of Beaufort and the Taste of Community 

events. 


















































































